Nehemwiiolh ¥

IT’S NOT ABOUT THE WALL



Current Situakion
A Jerusalem

o It has been about 2 monkhs since
Nehemiah arrived

o Nehemiah is how qoverhor of the
reqglon

o There have been a Lot of chanqges*



The Problem for
Nehemiah 2 Months Aqo

o It wasnt the magnitude of the
brolkenness that he saw when he arrived
from Persia/Iran

o It was whether the Jews Living there
could actually see the brolkenness

o could they see it for what ik was?

o could they see themselves rebuilding?



Nehemiolh believed Ehab
God and Ehis F’QOF’L@. could

rebuild Ehis wall

o He risked his comfortable Liﬂfes%ji.@. as
a diplomat in the king's court

o He led Ehe [peo[pi,@. to rebuild Ehe wall
i Just 82 dsz!

o Cvod’s PQOPL@. were changed as Ehev
rebuilk the wall under Nehemiah'’s
teaciﬁrskip



o Nehemiah’s greatest aaaomgtishmem%
was NOT khat he builk Fhe wall in 82

c{avs

o His greatest accomplishment was that
he led bhe Local people to build the
wall th 82 doqjs

o IT WASN'T ABOUT THE WALL



Nehemiolh ¥:1-%




About Ehe
Wakter Grate

o The Water Grate is where the flow of
waker was controlled for Jerusalem

o There was a stream of water, a kind
of agqueduct system that went under
and around Jerusalem

o The Lmaj was the closeness to the
Eﬁm[ﬂe



About Ehe
Wakter Grate 2

o The priests in charge of the temple
would take ritual baths before they
would work., The washing with water
represemﬁed the cleansing of the Law*
(*Johin 7:3%)

o The water was also needed ko clean the
floor of the temple due to all the
animal sacrifices



The Reading of
the Word

Ezra, the Priest/Scribe

Nehemioh and Ezra realized Ehe

people were hungry for the Word of
God

So thousands of families are called
nside the walls on Jewish New Year’s
13&3



o AL sunrise, Ezra begins to shout out
the Words of Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy

o The priests are placed strategically
through the crowd, relaying and
explaining the Word

o HE READS UNTIL NOON!



Jewishh New Year

It was a time of enjoying sweets

Ik was su,pgmsed to be a FUN
celebrakion

Bubt as the Word was read and
exptaivx&c&, something kappemed LA
the hearts of the people



Nehemialh ¥:9




The ‘P@.cwpi@. wWere
crying Lc;m,citv

Perhaps it was the comfort of the Word
that they had heard about over the
years and were now hearing prodaimed

agatin th Jerusalem
Grenesis 2¥%:13-18
Exodus 19:4-%

Beuﬁerov\on«3 1:29, 4-:29-31



The ‘P@.cwpi@. wWere
crying Lcm,citv 2

o It was ALSO the conviction they felt as
the Word was read and expmmed o Ehena

o The fact that Jerusalem was i ruins was
due to:

o the disobedience of God and His Word
and

o to &ompromisa



o Leviticus 2&6:3-¢
o Leviticus 26:14~-17
o Leviticus R6:40-42



Have you been Living in a
broken—dowin Jerusalem?

o Rewewmber the \}03 that you experi;@.mced
when you first came to Christ?

o Remember the excitement of sharing
Christ with your friends and family?

o Remember when joy felt you were
filled with the Holy Spirit as you
prayed for others, comforted others...?



Where is our jov NOW?

o Some here may be fine, and may be
Living a \jovmfi,i.i.@.c&, Christian walle,

o But if the Holy Spirit is speaking to
you about the joj YU ONCE HAD,
Lisken ko Him and lek Him restore
you, Eodaj!



o Nehemiah, in Chapter 1 is repenting,
weeping before God

o By Ckap&er ¥, the peopi,e are
repenting and weeping before God

o The physical wall was repaired, and
then the hearts of the individuals
were being healed as they repented
before God



Their erav\%am‘:@.

It came as they realized the condition of
their nation was NOT the faulk of their
forefathers

It came as they realized it was not the foult
of the Babvmmm“ and Persian invaders

Who was res pomsibt&?

If you are not as close to God as you once
were, who s respomsibie?



Nehemioh and Ezra
Didnt S%ca-p There

o The people genuinely repented

o Bul Eheir leaders wouldnt leave
Fhenma U Eheir sadness

o f&epemhm’:@ should lead us ko 20Y!



“This ciaj s holy ko ocur Lord.
Do not grieve, FOR THE J0Y OF
THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH.

~Nehemialh ¥:10b



